Building The Bond With Your New Puppy

The bond you create with your new puppy is the single most important step you will take towards realizing the full potential of your dog. Whether you plan on showing in breed and/or obedience, a strong bond with your puppy will allow him to become the best dog he can be; confident, outgoing and possessing the elusive quality of showmanship. If two people were to take identical puppies and one would raise the puppy in a kennel or sterile atmosphere and the other person would raise their puppy with the aim of creating a lasting bond, when these two dogs were shown, it would be very apparent which dog has the leading edge.

Because most puppies come to their new owners as virtual infants, this is where we will start.

You bring your new baby home. It is a baby, even if it is canine. All his short life he has been cared for attentively, loved, and pampered. All of a sudden, things change and he is thrust into a completely new and bewildering environment. Maybe he has had the added trauma of being shipped to his new home. If he is lucky, he will have a caring owner who realizes the puppy should not be left alone to cry throughout the night; alone, frightened and upset.

Puppies at this age and for the first few weeks in their new homes should have as much of your undivided attention as possible.  You should hold, carry, and love the puppy as much as you can. Holding doesn't mean picking him up and holding him for just a minute. It means sitting in a comfortable chair or on the couch and holding him for extended period. You want him to be used to being held, falling asleep in your arms is a wonderful way for the puppy to learn to be secure.

The next installment will discuss teaching the puppy to eliminate on command and the crucial steps in forming your future show dog.
